Abstract: In this paper we examine
Introduction
Intentional physical violence between spouses is a longstanding social problem not seriously addressed by researchers or policy-makers in the United States until the 1970s. The pervasiveness of violent events in marital relationships has since been convincingly documented.' Relative to the prevalence of abusive behavior between spouses, however, little attention has been given to the physical injuries associated with such behaviors, and there has been no attempt to undertake a population-based study of spouse homicide. To help address this gap in our understanding ofthe public health implications of spouse abuse, we undertook an investigation of spouse homicides in the United States for the years 1976 through 1985 to determine the demographic patterns for the risk of being murdered by one's spouse, and document annual trends in the rate of spouse homicide.
Methods
We obtained homicide data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for the years 1976 through 1985 . On a monthly basis, state and local law enforcement agencies voluntarily report homicides and other major crimes to the FBI through the Uniform Crime Reporting Program (UCR). 5 The term homicide refers to those offenses reported to the FBI as murder and non-negligent manslaughter, i.e., "the willful (non-negligent) killing of one human being by another. " 7 The classification of this offense is based solely on police investigation as opposed to the determination of a court, medical examiner, coroner, jury, or other judicial body. This study focuses on homicides in which the relationship of the victim to the offender was determined through police investigation as that of a legal or common-law husband or wife. We further focused on Age-specific rates for Black husbands and wives exhibited a strong inverse association with age ( Figure 1 ). Victim rates for Black wives and husbands peaked at 14.0 in the 15-to 24-year age category and then declined with age. Among Whites, however, age-specific spouse homicide rates did not decline consistently with age. Overall, racial differences in spouse homicide rates declined with age.
Spouse Differences in Race and Age
Of spouse homicides occurring from 1979 to 1981, 96.3 per cent occurred in intraracial marriages. Spouse homicides in marriages where the husband was Black and the wife was White constituted 1.4 per cent of the total, and marriages where the husband was White and the wife was Black accounted for 0.5 per cent. Spouse homicide incidence rates were 7.7 times higher in interracial marriages relative to intraracial marriages. The patterns in this risk varied by race and sex. White husbands, White wives, and Black wives were at greater risk of being killed by a spouse in an interracial than an intraracial marriage, whereas Black husbands were at less risk (Table 3) .
The risk of spouse homicide victimization for both husbands and wives increased as the age difference between husbands and wives increased. Among couples where the husband was two or more years younger than the wife, the spouse homicide rate was 5.0 per 100,000 compared with 2.6 among couples whose ages were within 1 year of each other and 3.6 among those couples where the wife was two or more years younger than the husband. This positive association between the risk of spouse homicide victimization and spouse age differences held for husbands and wives of both races Figure 3 ). In contrast, the rate for White husbands did not exhibit a consistent time trend, although from the beginning to the end of this 10-year period it declined from 0.7 to 0.5 per 100,000. The The strong inverse association found between age and the risk of spouse homicide for Black husbands and wives, but not for White husbands and wives, is a new finding.
Research on nonfatal spouse abuse has also indicated an inverse association between age and risk,' but this finding has not been broken down by race. These patterns within Black marriages may reflect the well established association between violence and youth found in our society.' In addition, violent marriages may be more likely to dissolve through divorce, separation, or death than nonviolent marriages, thus reducing the chances that they would be as prevalent among older as younger couples.'
Differences between the race and age of spouses were found to be associated with a higher risk of homicide victimization. Although the risk of nonfatal spouse abuse has not been examined by differences in race or age, spouses in mixed religion marriages and wives in marriages where their educational or occupational level is high relative to their husband have been found to be at greater risk of physical abuse than spouses and wives in marriages without such differences."20. 
